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Fnrournging Virginia's Hanks

ON H of the commendable acts of the special
session of the General Assembly was

the reduction of the tax on bank stock from
si.75. in this city, to a maximum of $1.50,
made up of a 35-cent State rate and a $1.15
rate that localities are permitted to impose.
We believe there should have boon an even

preater reduction, but the rate fixed will en¬

courage the increase of banking capital and
its profitable employment.

Baltimore's rate is $1.3 5. and Richmond
bankers, with entire propriety and justice,
asked that they be put on an equality as to
taxation with their principal competitor for
the business of this section of tiie country.
Of course, it is possible for the city to effect
this equalization, but whether the city will
f.ntl itself in a financial position to make the
concesson. appears exceedingly doubtful.

Thore is substantial improvement, anyhow.

Further Returns From New Vork War

IX New York the merry war over the Stale
deficit, or alleged deficit. continues. Kx-

(lovernor Martin II. Glynn declares that there
i« no deficit and need be none, and that the
State will have $4,000,000 to its credit on
October 1. lft 15. Governor Whitman an¬
swers that there will soon lit1 a deficit of S1S,-
<>00.000. and that direct taxation of real os-
late will be necessary.

Where does the truth lie between two such
absolutely differing statements, which are
t 22.000. tlOl) apart? On the face. Glynn's ac¬
count is more plausible, and continued dis¬
cussion lends color to his declaration that
tho whole deficit announcement is a yarn
intentlrd to discredit liis administration.
The vindictlveness or the Whitman adminis¬
tration towards Democratic officeholders leads
us to believe that it would not hesitate at a
f light exaggeration when discrediting a hated
opponent.

What is $ 1 S.OOn.OOO. anyhow, to a Now
Vork politician? ^

Again Mexico

CAIIRAXZA is willing to be Rood. ;it least
to the extent that lie will give protection

to foreigners caught in the disorder of that
country south of us. which lias been an open
sore on the Western Hemisphere sinew the
assassination of Maximilian. The Yilla-
Zapata activities that promise to open full
communication with the I'nited States, so

rudely cut off. u-y leud to a clearer under
Mending of the- whole situation.

In the meantime, the attention of this coun¬
try is turned prayerfully toward the entrance
of Cardinal Gibbons into the strained situa¬
tion. Catholic priests are in prison, nuns
hive been driven out and. it is alleged, shame¬
fully abused, church properties have been con¬
fiscated hml destroyed, forcible levies have
1 ecu made on tiie church, and those who pro¬
tested have been roughly handled.

It is earnestly to bo hoped that 1'ncle Sain
uay not actually have to go haclc to Mexico
.with armed intervention, but if in the end
there Jr nothing clso to do. let it be done
thoroughly.

\ Lesson in Drue Addiction
x/ ORK, PA., is furnishing the country aI lesson in "dope" that ought to sink
deep into the consciousness of those who
make laws, who sell things that create habit,
^\ho contribute to the weaknesses of a people.
The other day the Harrison law went into
effect, prohibiting the sale of morphine,
heroin, opium and similar habit-forming
drugs, and putting out of business numerous
patent medicines which depend for their popu¬
larity upon the possession of some element of
the sort. Now the almshouse physician of
York is coming forward with a protest against
the strict enforcement of t in- law. declaring
that there are in York 1,200 "dope liends,"
who must have their favorite drug or become
insane. He predicts that, robbed of tin- drug,
those people who do not commit suicide mayrun amuck and do wholesale murder, and
insists that this is a very present menace to
the safety of those who belong to the wiser4 and saner ranks of society.

It is a matter of common knowledge that
one given to any habit, however seeminglyinnocuous in itself so long as it is indulged,
becomes more or less neurotic, verging to the
point of derangement, if suddenly and wholly
deprived. Let any man who doubts it trysuddenly tc. cut off cigarettes or cigars, for

' instance, after habitual use. It is a fact sus¬
ceptible of proof that a man who has formedthe habit of constantly twiddling his thumbs,if his hands are suddenly separated and
secured so that he cannot twiddle his thumbs,
will be visited by extreme nervous symptomsand may actually suffer. So much for the
simple habits of the individual, removed from

{i actual drugs. In institutions where drugs
are restricted or prohibited, the strait-
jacket is a common means of snhjugat ion. It
ir easy to understiinn tiiat. while the York
physician s statement may be extreme, there
is so much truth in it that all over the coun¬
try victims of the drug habit will suffer, and
Buffer much, until their systems have been

naturally purged ami they begin physical ami
mental reconstruction.
The Hurrlson la^' niust and will be en¬

forced, and those who have been victims of
drugs must and will go through a wholesome
reconstruction. Their sufferings need not be
wholly lost for good. Through the mistakw
of others, mon become wise. Good advice.
i. e., advice not to use drugs.is generally
wasted on any one who has the inclination
plus opportunity. But actual demonstration
i.'. the hold habit gets on the individual ought
to be sutllcient to stop many a man or woman
at the edge ot' disaster. If many persons in
York or elsewhere go crazy for lack of drugs,
let the facts he published far and wide, in all
detail. It will be an object lesson that can¬
not be equaled by advice of whatever school

a lesson more powerful than the hottest
sermon ever preached by Billy Sunday. Iii
these days too many are careless, indifferent,
skeptical in the face of scientifically demon¬
strable facts. They have to see and know
the actual consequences of indiscretion.
York may yet contribute splendidly lo the
saving of many who otherwise would be lost
through some destructive habit.

American Honor Not for SuTe

MOST of us have been accustomed to phi¬
losophise sagely and moralize pro¬

foundly on the incapacity of the German
mind to understand the American point of
\lew.an incapacity made especially evident
in German Indignation that we should not
accept as a matter of course the Kaiser's ten¬
der treatment of the inhabitants of Belgium.
There is ground for belief that we shall have
to make England the subject of future rellee-
tions along similar lines.

If we are to judge from the tone of the
English press, the English nation cannot for
iis life comprehend why the I'uited States
should protest against tin- recent annexation
of the Seven Seas to the British empire an
annexation consummated, be it said, by the
simple device of an order in council. I'nder
the terms of that order, there is no apparent
reason why an American vessel leaving New¬
port News, for example, and carrying a cargo
consigned to Genoa or Amsterdam, should
not be seized just aside the Chesapeake capes
and conveyed to a ilritish port. Arrived
there, a British prize court would undertake

| to determine whether the cargo had ail ulti-
mate destination within the lines of Germany
or her allies. s

It is true that there is an oily vagueness
in the order's phrases, and that it seems to
contemplate the purchase, rather than the
confiscation, of neutral shipping and cargoes.
It is this oillness which is relied on in Eng-
iand to serve as an emollient to our ruffled
sensibilities.to grease, as it were, what Eng¬
land conceives to b<* our itching palm.
That very conception is insulting. It re-

c'uces our national rights and immunities to
a matter of dirty dollars, and assumes that
our honor Is for sale.and not even to the
highest bidder, but ;it whatever price an arro¬
gant and insistent purchaser chooses to pay.

England, so we are told, feels that its plan
for "starving out" Germany is really far more
considerate of neutral rights than a blockade
would be, because any vessel caught trying
to run the blockade would be confiscated, and
the new volume of international law that
Downing Street has issued contemplates sonic
sort of compensation. That may be true, in a
sense, but departures from recognized rules
of civilized war that England now makes have
iheir origin in the difficulties and dangers of
maintaining an effective blockade of Ger-
many, and not in any real and honest eon-
sideration for neutral nations.

At any rate, the-honor 0f the I'nited States
is not 011 tho market. We venture to predict
that, when President Wilson's reply is re-
ceived, England will have no difficulty in
understanding that this is the fact.

On (he Definition of a "(Joml Sport"

TiIB letter, signed "An English Woman,"
which is printed on this page to-day, is

interesting in »ls revelation of the state of
mind of the bitter partisans on both sides of
the great, war. To them there are only two
colorings for everything that happens. The
actions of their friends are all white and those
ot their enemies all black.
The Prinz Eitel Friedrieh is a converted

merchant man, which lias been engaged in an
entirely legal war service.a service which
v:as performed by the Alabama and other
Confederate cruisers in the War between the
States, to the glory us well us to the advan¬
tage of the Southland. The Eltel Friedrieh
has 110 defensive armor, and in a contest with
any real warship could not last five minutes.
Whether her captain is a good snort or bad.
he, at any rate, is not an ass, as lie would
be were be deliberately to expose bis vessel
'o certain destruction.

In destroying the enemy's commerce, the
Eltel Friedrieh serves her country in the only
way it is capable of serving. Doing so, every
man aboard the vessel takes his life in his
hands, for, should a British or French cruiser
appear on the scene, there would he no chance
of escape. That her captain, in the face of
these risks and the further certainty that a
cordon of warships bars his apprnaeh to the
open sea. is yet anxious to leave his present
pafe anchorage, makes him a very good sport
. in our judgment.
The sympathies of The Times-Dispatch, as

revealed in dozens of editorial utterances, are
>.,lth the allies in this struggle, hut that does
not prevent our appreciation of Cicrmau gal¬
lant rv and daring.

There is something, certainly. In the Coun¬
cil theory that the city should not surrender
tti the State the advantage of the best real
efctato investment it ever made. It is all right
to sell the Ford lot, hut the State should pay
what It is worth and not try to get a bargain
at the city's expense.

When the Governor of Smyrna squints up
from his storm cellar at the screeching com¬
pliments sent his way by the guns of the Brit¬
ish fleet, he must conclude that the devil
s.nd the deep sea are both on one side of him.

While we are criticizing various com¬
manders in the European war. it may he as
well to remember that Tse-ne-tiat still wages
war against this country and that he is still
at large.

In Ihis matter of the post-office, the Treas¬
ury Department seems to he inclined to giveRichmond everything except what Richmond
wants.

If Daly should roll off the neutrality fence,the dogs of war would have a new object of
engrossing interest to occupy their attention

It does seem a shame that Harry Thawshould be kept out of that Matteawan society
, he is so well qualified to adorn.

SONGS AND SAWS
To n l.lttlc Ilojr.

Dear little hoy, with sparkling: eyes
Where Imps of mischief danco and piny,

Dviir little hoy whose love I prir.e
Beyond all gifts that life could lay

On my own pathway down;
oh. could I hut your pathway clear
Of foes that there may lurk or hide.

or sorrow, failure, doubt aiul fear
And all their evil host beside.

I could endure fate's frown.

Dear little hoy, whose Hashing smile
('an banish disappointment's pang.

In whom there is no trace of guile.
Into whose mind there never sprang

Ignoble hope or thought;
I'ould I hut keep your boyish heart
As pure, as sweet, as boldly true.

When you're a man. I'd gladly part
With all my dreams of fame for you.

Nor count them cheaply bought.
'I'lie Pessimist Snj'»t

h is a good plan not to tell all you know.
By Keeping' your mouth shut, the world may he
fooled into believing the total amounts to some¬
thing.

( oncession.
"Does Benedick still stick

to his theory that a man
should be master in his own
house'."'

"Willi certain modifica¬
tions. lie still thinks his
theory expresses the general
rule, but lie regards his own
.¦stablishment as the excep¬
tion that proves it."

Distinction.
Cruhhs.Mrs. tlabby, so 1 am informed, en¬

joys high repute as a conversationalist.
Stubhs.Your informant picked out the wrong

word . lie meant niouologu 1st.

('httner for llettermeiit.
"Do you expect .lohn to show Improvement in

his studies."'
"Yes, indeed." replied John's maternal ances¬

tor, staunchly. "You see, the dear boy already
has reached the point where he can't get any
worse."

\ciir the I.Ine.
She That was a very striking costum* Mrs.

Oaring wore at the opera last night.
lie.It certainly was. hut to mo it seemed to

approach very close to a violation of the vag¬
rancy law.
Sh«'.What do you mean?
He.Why, that it had no visible means ¦>!

«llpp.

A Mudy In Color*.
Several white and fW-ey lambs,

Hamhlitig on the green,.Several coppers garbed in blue
Appear upon th.-> scene.

Several a olden, yellow notes
To square the lines, i ween.

TIIK TATT I, Kit

Chats With Virginia Editors
Says the Roanoke World-News: "if Thaw

had been a convict in a State penitentiary, sen'
there for stealing chickens, he would have had
several years added to his sentence. But when
he paid $<1,000 for his escape, he is handed a
free pass." Of course, though, a escape
ought to possess advantages over the common
or garden variety, obtained through the medium
of a rope ladder and a smuggled tile.

The Fredericksburg Star Joins most of the
Statu In lament lliat tlie Torrens land regis¬
tration bill was Killed in the Senate. Says the
Star: "It is perhaps unfortunate that friend*
of I lie Torrcns system of land registration
waited until near the end of the session to
bring the matter before the General Assembly
in the shape of a bill. This measure was
passed by the House, but an effort to take it up
out of Its order during the last night of the
session In the Senate was unsuccessful.. There
appears to be no reason why a bill to put tills
system on trial in those cities and counties
which wish to make the experiment shouldn't
have clear sailing: In the next Assembly." The
waiting of the measure's l'rlends, however, does
not explain its demise. Kvonta proved that Its
enemies were always ready to wield (he ax.

As an illustration of how our transplanted
brethren of t lie press shine In other fields,
read this from the l.ynchtaurg Advance: "We
are delighted to observe, amidst all the hurrah
ami conversation incident to the arrival and
docking of the 1'rinx Kltel Frledrlch, at New¬
port News, that the delicate situation evolved
has been satisfactorily and excellently handled
by Norman Hamilton, collector of tlia port of
Norfolk. Mr. Hamilton was appointed collec¬
tor less than a year ago, hut has handled the
matter like a veteran. For many years Mr.
Hamilton was on the editorial staff of the Nor¬
folk Ledger-Dispatch, where he made good.
And there was no doubt in the minds of his
friends that lie would make good in the posi¬
tion as collector of the port of Norfolk and
Newport News; and so it is not unexpected."

"Judging from surface indications and from
statements made by those who sounded public
sentiment regarding tl.e matter, there are few,
if any. citizens of Bristol, Virginia, who do not
favor the abandonment of government by a

Council," says the Bristol Herald-Courier.
Bristol seems to be waking up.

Current Editorial Comment
y

Italy in
Dinicull

What would Italy hope to get
by taking part in the war? In
I be lirst place, of course, the
Italian provinces of Austria,Position Trent inn ami Trieste, with a

strip of the Dalmatian coast
which lias .» considerable Italian population. As
for Albania, it would be sulliclent to have a

guarantee that it would not In- under hostile
control; this is essential to the predominance In
the Adriatic which will be the morq. needful
i:i proportion as the play of forces in the.
.Mediterranean becomes urcater. Beyond this
Italy's Kuropeaii aspirations would not go; it
is unlikely, for example, to tr\ to bargain with
France for Corsica, which though Italian in
population. Is French in sympathy, as Alsace
was in 1S70. Hut :n Africa it might somewhat
extend i.tn empire as a reward of services to the
allies, and it would look for the maintenance
and extension of its commercial interests in
Kuropenn Turkey, while free access to the Black
Sea would be ati important consideration. All
this on the assumption of a victory for .the
allies; defeat would mean a disaster quite as
great as for France, and would strike Italy
from the list of great powers, making it Ger¬
many's vassal as it was for a time in the
Middle Ages. Tripoli would he returned to
Turkey, ami Italy after paying dearly for Its
desertion, would be given a subordinate placo
In tiio empire of central Kurope. The risk Is
great. but so is tin- risk of isolation;' Italy's
statesmen are studying all the hazards of the
position tvith a sole eye to the. interests of their
country. The case Is so critical that their atti¬
tude cannot fairly be called opportunism; to act
and not to act are both full of peril..SpringfieldKcpubllca n.

As for total abstinence, no
Prohibition thinking person can deny that it
.mil Tniiil ,s ^Donger than ever before In' this country and in the world atAKxtlllPtHT large. In our assemblages of

lawmakers In State capitals and
.11 !.:<. rational capitals nubile drunkenness is
prai ticallv ui.known, l.ar^e bodies of laboring
men, especially "on railroads, ami In mines, are
using no alcohol. who a re moderate
drinkers ate very, very run The number of
.Maloons in each of our States Is growing less
despite Increase of population. Drinking has

, been checked In Knglnnd hy thr solemnities of
I war. Franca bur* all alcoholic beverages to her

troops. Russia surrenders her Immense incomefrom vodka, and her people uttor no protest.The question whether alcohol Is absolutely nec¬
essary to human happiness Is forcing Itself on
:i great number of mind* that have Ion* refused
to admit It as debatable. Incidentally, It mayhe said that total abstinence agitation Is much
inoru logical and much more vital than prohlbl-tlon agitation. Any considerable minority ofcitizens in any State or country will resent the
attempt of a majority to say what they shalldrink, what they shall eat, what they shall wear.Such resentment will show" Itself In evasionsof drastic laws, in sympathy with lawbreakers.In ofton-cflfeetlve defiance of what Is branded as
tyranny. Hut win the minds and hearts andsouls of men to total abstinence and prohibitionlaws are either superfluous or are accepted asincidental to a public policy In which the over¬
whelming; majority of the voters are agreed..Brooklyn Kaglo.

War News* Fifty Years Ago
(From the Richmond Dispatch, March IS, 1S65.)

The enlistment of negroes for service, as sol-
diers in the Confederate army, goes bravely on. jt'p to last night fully 500 had been enrolled
in Richmond alone. They seem to be very jproud of their uniforms and the distinction tho
uniform gives them.
There was shelling of a desultory character

on the Petersburg lines yesterday, which w#»
v'outinued Into the night, liut nothing was ac-
coml>!ished so far as we are able to learn. In
l;«ct. there is no ofllcial report, but the llring
of ilie I.Ik guns could be plainly heard in this
Ity, and thus we know that there Is somethinggoing 011.

Thero was nothing doing on tho north side
of I he James yesterday. The two armies are
simply watching each other, and apparently each
is waiting for the other to make a decided
movement.
The extra session of the Virginia legislature

yesterday adjourned to the l!9th, when both
houses will again be called to order to finish up
the special business for which the Assembly
w.ts railed together.
Two negroes, slaves, named Oliver ftnd C,eorge,

ooiiyi, te of burglary and sentenced lo i>o buns,
were y.-sterda\ pardoned by the Governor on
condition that they immediately volunteer for
service in the Confederate army.
Near one hundred men were consigned to

Castle Thunder yesterday, the most of them
being charged with desertion from the Con¬
federate army. These deserters were from
various States, mostly from the far South.
The address of the Confederate Congress to

ill of the people of the South is iiein>? preparedl>y a special committee. The personnel of this
committee is a guarantee that the address will
e a patriotic document, and will doubtless meet

the situation.
Colonel t». C. Taleott, who has been the super¬intendent of the Richmond and l>anville Rail¬

road, partly as a Confederate ollirer and partly
as an otlicial of the road. has tendered Ills
resignation, and Thomas Oodatnead, formerlywith the Richmond and Petersburg road, has
been appointed to succeed him. Colonel l>odn-
nicad i>s an efficient railroad muti.
The Rev. John E. Kdwarils, a Methodist min¬

ister. well known in this city, proposes to raise
a "Methodist regiment" for immediate service
of which he may he made tho colonel, but h<.
does not mention that us a prerequisite.
There are rumors on the streets that General

Johnston has given Sherman battle in the lower
part of North Carolina, and that Sherman's men
were signally defeated. No official information
of this fight ran be obtained from the War
I icpartipent.

The Voice of the People
Definition of "(iooil Sport" Ulnrkril.

To i ho Kditor of The TIiih'K-DIhp.iIcIi
Sir,.-nil the editorial page of The Times-Dis¬

patch 1'iis morning i.-* si short article headed
"A Good Spurt. Anyway," ami Maying that "the
captain of the I'rinz Kltol Krledrlch Is a sporting
character l<y no means to he dlspiseil."

I Imagine the writer of said article is tin- kind
of man who would applaud a grown bully for
.-striking an unprotected child, and fall him a
"sport" for running away before he could lie
called to account for !t.
The German captain (and sport » boasts that

he has never been in a light, beeau.se he always
picked harmless merchant vessels and tlshing
smacks, and even then was stfraid to approach
them under his own tlag, anil even went to the
pains to hoist a dummy smokestack, still fur¬
ther to deceive the defenseless men he was hunt¬
ing down. A man who would call that sport,
must have a private dictionary of his own.

AN .I5NGI.ISH \\'<»MAN\
Richmond, March IB, 101a.

Appeal for Cntkirlin Sanatorium.
To the Kditor of The Times-Dispatch:
Sir,.An appeal from the Catawba Sanatorium

Alumni Association came in my afternoon's mall,
asking for whatever I might choose to give to
help take care of tuberculous people who Ii;ul
not money to pay their expenses. | quote from
the leaflet: "We are carrying on our free lint
seven patient?. This means an expenditure of
}7 per (lav

Just before receiving this leaflet. I had read
that the Senate of Virglnist had passed a bill
appropriating $7,500 that the Richmond Rltics, a

military organization, might act as escort to our
tiovernor, on a trip to the I'anama-l'acitic 10x-
position.
Could | only roll tip the curtain and .show the

people of Virginia the sorrow and suffering that
we doctors oft-times see. Let me have space If
you please, to cite the true history of one case
I know, and such cases are not isolated.
About six years ago a young man well quali¬

fied to tight the battle of life and earning a
competent salary as a salesman in ;c shoe store,
thought the time was come for him to build a
home for the woman he loved. Rright was the
future a ml brighter It grew when si little girl
csune in the home. In the evenings when John
would return from bis work, he would look so
long In those little blue eyes, so like her moth¬
er's, that gentle chidings would come from .loan,
"as his dinner was getting cold." The sun was
shining in every crack and crevice of that house,
for It was the house of lisippineBH. Hut si day
came when little shadows lurked In the corners.
The bread winner caught cold, and his cough
lingered, and Joan began to worry. Then the
doctor told him that nil did not look well for
him. Ills cough continued and John began to
lose flesh, his even shonn gllstenlugly bright, the
blush was on his cheek, and .loan would find his
forehead so hot.
The shadows were lengthening.
One night John's step was heavy when he

came in, and he sank wearily Into the chair
without even looking into the blue eyes of the
baby. Joan knell beside him smd said', "John, is
your cold worse'."' And then he told her with
trembling lips that the proprietor of the store
had given him a week's wages and told him not
lo come back.that lie was dangerous to the
other clerks and customers. Weary days he
walked and walked, and when he would talk to
those of whom he was asking work, trying so
hard not to cough, the same answer was alwaysreturned, "We are afraid of you."

Ills doctor told him that if he could go to
the Catawba Sanatorium, be would get well.
I Hit how could he no! The till was empty. Joan
comes home every night sifter her dally light
for bread with a smile to cloalibber sorrow. Sho
sees John sitting in the ragged iMiair. and knows
that each day he goes further and further away.

If that S7/.00 to he spent for a Jamboree, lisiil
been given to the Cataivha Alumni Association,il would save the lives of twenty people.

W1MJAM DAN'bUinOK TtJRXKR
Ocean View, Va., March 15, 101 fi.

Queries and Answers
Poverty.

Is there a "poverty" post-offlce in Virginia?
T. I,. I'ORTKK

In Highland County.

\ Problem.
If A do a piece of work in olio-half a day anil

H do the safno in two-thirds of si day; how
long will it tako the two working together?
Give answer only to settle a difference.

M. C. WIDKTK.
Two-seven lbs of a day.

I.Ice on Cows.
Can you give me a good method for killing

lice on cows?
'

A. It. MAURIS.
Write to Or. Kerneyhough, Rurkeville, Va.

Colonial Teacher.
Ilow should I proceed to get appointment and

information about conditions as a teacher in
the Philippines? MISS A. W.
The Commissioner of Kducation, Washington,j D. C., will have sent you full Information, If you

1 will write for It*

/

REDUCING HIS FORTIFICATIONS
Ouo of the Day's Beat Cartoons.

WAR'S RAVAGES IN FORESTS
The Germans arc cutting tho mar- i

ketablo timber from the forests In
Northern Krauze now In their posses¬
sion ami selling it In iltrmanv, so!
Jean-Paul Alaux. an officer in the1
French army, now In trenches near
Arras, informs tho American Forestry JAssociation of Washington, l». as i
reported In Its magazine, American
Forestry. This, he says, is adding to
i ho tremendous damage inltlct»-d on the
forests of Kriinci.' by the military oiivr-
a t ions.

lie says when Paris was threatened
with capture the forests to the north
wore cleared. j"I hiii Informed." says his report,
"that the forest of Montmorency, fot
example, suffered greatly by reason of
the wholesale cuttings which were!
neri ssita ted in orijor to give full play
to the artillery and remove all growths
which iniKht serve the enemy as masks
and ambushes. On the contrary, tin
forests of Ylncennes and P.oulogne,
which practically touch the outer bar-
tiers of Paris to the east and south,
have scarcely been touched. The ter-I
titmials quartered the:.: have made}
some slight cuttings for ti>«> in
ters.
"The winter rains have ..rendered

most of the roads impassable, ..special¬
ly in the wooded regions. In the for¬
est of Bouvlgny, tienr Arras, and in!
the forest of llorthonvul. the artillery-;
men were unahlc to move their nuns
over tho muddy and intrenched roads,
and it was Impossible to even trans¬
port ammunition. In order to Keep the
guns supplied it was necessary to cut
new roads in all directions through the
forests, using the felled trees for the
purpose. The trunk In sections of
about twelve feet, are laid side by
side and hound together with ropes
and with galvanized Iron wire. They
are further securely fastened to "stakes
driven deep In the ground. The first
layer of trees having proven insuffi¬
cient, a second was added. This again
failing to BUfllce, a third became neces¬
sary, until. In many cases, three lay¬
ers of trees are superposed In order to
permit the passage of convoy wagons.
To avoid the too rapid wear of the
wood through the grinding of the
heavy wheels and the tearing of the
horse's shoes, earth mixed with straw,
bark and the twigs ami small branches
of the fallen trees is strewn plentifully
over these improvised roadways.

t.'sed to Conepnl <;«ins.
"Other cuttings have been made ir.

these forests, both for shelters and for
firewood. Concealment of the heav>
guns on tho edge of the forest has
necessitated the use of large quantities
of the bigger branches, so that the
sum total of what has been already
cut represents a very considerable
damage. A wood merchant In my regi¬
ment tells me that it will require at
least thirty years to renew the growth
of that which litis already perished so
that the forests shall return a revenue.
"Tho forest of Vitrlmont, behind

l.unevllle, has been completely razed.
In tho forest of Meaux lanes from ir>0
to 300 feet In width have been cut at
intervals of every thousand feet. This
was, of course, for the purpose of al¬
lowing the atrlllery to shower its mur¬
derous fire over a wide area, as
through some gigantic loophole. One
cannot find n remnant of copse oj
thickets: till the trees and saplings
have disappeared throughout the razed
area.
"War Noufchateau. tho fort of

Rourelinont had been Imilt upon land
which had been donated for the pur- jpose by the Count of Alsace. The ma>'-
niflcent forest In front of It was en¬
tirely felled.

"In tho forest of Champenoux every'
tree was cut down, leaving the trunks,
standing to a height of about threeI
fe«;t. This was the method of cutting
generally followotl at the heginnlnir,
when strategic reasons demanded that
an area ho cleared. The standing1
trunks made it easy to construct the!
barbed wire entanglements and bar-jHers, which prevented any raids byeither cavalry or Infantry. Recentlythis method has ceased, by order of the;Minister of War, as it was deemed
useless and unnecessary In view of the
Intrenched method of fighting which
now prevails.

Felled or Destroyed by Fire.
"In the plateau of Amanco. before

Nancy, the trees were all felled for
strategic reasons. The woods of Crevle,between Rotnbnsle and Araneonrt, were
destroyed by Are (August 22 and 23,
mm.
"For several weeks I have been

quartered In the vicinity of Arras. In
the wood of l<a Ilaye. all of the trees
and undergrowth have been cut prac-tically throughout the whole area of
the forest. It was done for the pur-
posa of providing firewood for the
kitchens and shelters.
"The forests In the eagt, which were

the sceno of some of the most violent
encounters at the bculnnlnp: of the
campaign, were literally cut to pieces
by artillery tire. The trees within the
'/.one of fire were completely ruined.
The forests of the Argon no have suf-
fered particularly In thjs respect, while;tho official French statements still men-
tion almost daily cOiflbats in the woods
of I^i Orudie, I,o Pretre, de Forcesand Champcnou.v, all of which musthave already suffered heavy damages,i "Tho wooded sections In tho east

have endured tho most terrlbl# bom¬bardments. They are reduced to a
ghastly array of skeletons: torn to blt«
by th«» bursting of shells: riddled by
flr» blackened with smoke, these for¬
est!) must be entirely cleared .itvay and
the area reforested.

"In certain forests such an that of
Arancourt. where the French troop?"
lay in concealment, urn! where the Ger¬
mans attempted to dislodge them with
artillery lire, the bombardment pro¬
duced an enormous damage. Such tree*
ah wefo not cut down by tho flro weri
entirely denuded of their branches.

Trr«-» Cut llom t«y Sheila,
"I have seen enormous trees cut down

i>y shelly ns though they were mer»
tinder. To the east of Amance and
near Nancy, the forest of Chantpenoux
lias also suffered xreatly through bon
bardment. Tho liniiiagu due to iires :r,
tii'-s*- woods have hecn insignificant,
because at the beginning; of tho war th»
troops were forbidden to make tires
Those wIki had not tinned meat wct>
obliged to eat it uncooked and a-
without hot soup or coffee.
"The beautiful forests of Chit lit illy

ind Complete escaped destruction i<
the enemy, who were not permitted t<
remain there lone on account of tin
victory of the Marne. Only about
inen were able to penetrate as far a-*
the Chateau of Chantillv, where t!ic
remained barely one night. At the
same time, I am credibly informed that
the forest of Oomplef;nc suffered some¬
what from our own artillery fire,.di¬
rected upon the extremity of St
Ktlcnne, where we had reason to be
I'.evo that the liermnni had taken
tip a position at the Villa des Gaulcs.

"It Is fair to assume that the woods
which have been the scene of almost
daily artillery (Ire, are wholly de¬
stroyed. Thousands of acres will prac¬
tically reouire reforestation. Those
trees which have been mutilated b;.
shell fire will have to be cut down anri
new* ones sut out. For at least thlrt>
years these forests may be considered
as nonexistent, so far as the produc¬
tion of revenue is concerned.
"As to the forests of the north ami

those situated i.bout Paris, there will
have to he recorded huge losses for the
French Forestry Domain. In that pa.t
tit ill actuall> occupied by lite enemy
w«« still hope that tho amount of tim¬
ber cut down and carried away i» -

booty will be much l.-sr. titan we ar«
at present led to believe."

Motor Fire Apparatus
in the 1'nlted States and Canada thci**

arc about »i00 cities with a populationof 10,0(>0 or over. From the chiefs of th<»
fire department of 500 of Ihcs« cities
Fireman's Herald lias procured detailr.l
lig tires of tiic existing equipment, ac¬
companied in a larue number of cases
by information an to the purchases tliat
will probably be made this year.
The figures show emphatically how

rapid is the process of inotorlaing th©
tiro apparatus on this continent, in the
census which Fireman's llcrald took
last year, information was receive"'
from 31 5 cities, wJilcli showed a tot a 1
of 7,O.V.I horse-drawn pieces In service,
whereas this year 500 cities aro repre¬sented. or about t'.o per cent more, an<!
yet this much larger number only show*5,897 pieces of horsed firo apparatus,and many of them are held in reserve-
The figures show that there aro nowin service In the 500 fire departments .<

total of 8,220 pieces of apparatus, horsr-drawn and motor-driven. The 2,3-'3pieces of auto equipment are. divided asfollows: pumping engines, 211; triplecombination pump, chemical and hos'1
cars, 148; combination chemical an«lhose cars. 770; ladder trucks and watertowers, 201; tmotorized apparatus, 20'.';
cats of all other classes, 721. The 5,S!'7horse-drawn pieces comprise 1.7S0 steamfire engines, 1,143 combination wagons,ttsi ladder trucks and water towers,and I,!.»:« others, going to show thatthe expensive steamers aro the slow¬est to make room for the modern equip¬ment.
Mow fire chiefs regard the relativedesirability of horsed and auto equip¬ment is strikingly demonstrated byihe figures for contemplated purchases.Out of a total «>f fiOl, only 37 areto be pulled by horses, whllo the re-mainder, 51!4, will be. propelled by on'"form or another of the Internal com¬bustion engine.
It is to be noted that the figures ofprospective purchases by uo menus

represent all the apparatus that willbe bought this year, although theyprobably reflect accurately enough tlierelation between the two classes of ap-paratus. Many lire chiefs have writ-ten Fireman's Herald that they expectto buy one or morn pieces of apparatusthis year, but are unnblc to say nowjust what or how many.
As was to have been expected, com-hlnation chemical and hose cars stillhead the list of possible purchases, thisyear's total being 185. Tractors againhave second place, with 10S. T,addertrucks and water towers are third, with78. Then in order come; pumping en¬

gines, 02; triple combination, 3!>; hos*
curs, 20; chemical cars, 11. The ">'.
classified motor apparatus.moat of
[them clilof'a oara.numbor 61.


